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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for producing a dry-coated tablet for the 
controlled release of an active substance, wherein 

said tablet comprises a core and a shell, wherein said 
core is shaped to have at least one tapered end and said 
shell has at least one opening, said at least one opening 
in the shell is located so that the opening is on the 
tapered end of said core, whereby a part of the tapered 
end of the core is uncovered by the shell, 

said core contains at least one active- substance 
containing material which is erodible in a liquid medium 
of application and said shell contains a material which 
is inherently stable in the liquid medium and which 
ensures that the release of the active substance takes 
place predominately through said opening, 

the erosion of the core by the liquid medium entering 
into the interior portion of the shell on application 
through said opening results in an erosion front area of 
the core increasing with application time and the erosion 
front correspondingly increases in distance from said 
opening with application time, said method comprising 
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containing said active substance to form a shape having 
at least one tapered end; 

feeding said core into a die opening of a compression 
coating machine, which has been previously partially 
filled with a powder or granules of the shell material, 
in such a way that the tapered end of said core extends 
to the wall of the die; and 

compressing said powder or granules of the shell material 
and said core together to yield a dry coated tablet which 
has a core and a shell, wherein said shell has an opening 
which does not cover the core. 

2. A dry coated tablet for the controlled release of an 
active substance, comprising a compression molded core 
and shell, wherein said core is shaped to have at least 
one tapered end and said shell has at least one opening, 
said at least one opening in the shell is located so that 
the opening is on the tapered end of said core, whereby a 
part of the tapered end of the core is uncovered by the 
shell, wherein the core has a cross -section area which 
changes discontinuously as its distance from the opening 
in the shell increases, 

said core contains at least one active-substance 
containing material which is erodible in a liquid medium 
of application and said shell contains a material which 
is inherently stable in the liquid medium and which 
ensures that the release of the active substance takes 
place predominately through said opening, 

the erosion of the core by the liquid medium entering 
into the interior portion of the shell on application 
through said opening results in an erosion front area of 
the core increasing with application time and the erosion 
front correspondingly increases in distance from said 
opening with application time. 

3. The tablet according to claim 2, wherein the shape of 
the dry- coated tablet corresponds to the shape of the 
core, and the core constitutes at least 70% of the weight 
of the tablet. 

4. The tablet according to claim 2, wherein the core 
contains at least two different active substances and 
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these are added either in homogeneous mixture or in 
different layers of the core. 

5. The tablet according to claim 2, wherein the same or 
different active substance is additionally added to the 
shell material. 

6. The tablet according to claim 2, which has at least 
two cores with different active substances in a 
polyfunctional dry-coated tablet. 

7. The dry coated tablet according to claim 2, wherein 
the active substance comprises a pharmaceutically active 
substance. 

8. A method for the oral administration of a 
pharmaceutically active substance which comprises orally - 
administering to a patient a dry-coated tablet according 
to claim 7. 

9. The dry coated tablet according to claim 2, wherein 
the active substance comprises a plant protective agent. 

10. The dry coated tablet according to claim 2, wherein 
the active substance comprises a fertilizer. 

11. The dry coated tablet according to claim 2, wherein 
the active substance comprises an ant i -microbial agent. 
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ABSTRACT: 

A dry-coated tablet for controlled release of active substance, having an erodible core tablet (1) containing at least one active 
substance, and a substantially erosion-resistant shell consisting of a dry-coated layer (5), is characterized in that the 
dry-coated layer (5) has at least one opening (6), and one end of the core tablet (1) extends as far as the opening (6). 

1 1 Claims, 4 Drawing figures 
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